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INTRODUCTION 


The Government of Madras took up for consideration the question 
of publication of the various manuscripts in different languages on subjects 
like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc., early in May, 19 f8. Important 
Manuscripts Libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a 
list of unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of being considered 
by the Government for publication. The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore 
Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied 
with this request. This list as well as a similar list of unpublished manus¬ 
cripts in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, were 
carefully examined and a tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for 
publication was made. The Government in their Memorandum No. 34913/ 
48-10, Education, dated 4-4-1949, constituted an Expert Committee with 
the Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as 
the Secretary, for the final selection of manuscripts suitable for printing 
and for estimating the cost of publication 

The following are the members of the Committee :— 

1. Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M A., u.i.. 

2. „ R. P. Sethu Pillai, b.a., b.i,. 

3. „ C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, ba., b.l. 

4:. „ R. Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki). 

5. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, m.a., ph.n. 

6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, m.a. 

7. „ V. Prabhakara Sastri. 

8. ,, N. Venkata Rao. 

9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar- 

10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayengar. 

11. „ M. Mariappa Bhat, m.a., l.t. 

12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, b.a., ph d. 

13. „ C. Kunhan Raja, m.a., D.phil 

14. „ A. Sankaran, m.a., Ph. d., l.t. 

15. „ P. Rama Sastri. 

16. „ S. K. Ramanatha Sastri. 

17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq, m.a., d. Phil., (Oxon.) 

18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed. 
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19. Sri P. D. Joshi. 

20. „ S. Gopalan, b,a , b.l. 

21. „ T. Chandrasekharan, m.a., l.t. 

With the exception of Sri Masthi Veokatesa Iyengar, Dr. C- Kunhan 
Raja, the above members continued to be members of the Expert Commit¬ 
tee for 1950-51 also to whioh the following gentlemen were included in 
Govt. Memo. No. 7297-E/50-3. Edn , dated 19-5-1959 and Govt. Memo. 
No. 15875-E/50-4. Edn., dated 7-9-1950. 

1. Dr. A. Chidambaranath Chettiar, m.a, Ph. D. 

2. Sri S. Govindarajulu, b.a , b.l , ll.b., Bar-at-Law, 

3. Capt. G. Srinivasamoorthy, b.a.. b.l., m,b., & c.M. 

4. Dr. Muhammed Hussain Nainar, M.A., pli. D., 

5. Sri T. V. Subba Rao, b.a., b.l., 

6. Principal, College of Indian Medicine, Madras 

The members of the Committee formed into Sub.Committees for 
the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Tolugu, Kannada, Malayalam, 
Mahrathi and Islamic Languages. They mot during the month of May, 
1949, at Madras and at Tanjore to exanrne the manuscripts and make a 
selection. The recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the 
Government and they have decided to call these publications as the 
“MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES,” and appointed the 
Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the General 
Editor of the publications. 

The following manuscripts were taken up for publication during 
1949—50 

“A” From the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras 

TAMIL 

1. KAPPAL SATTIRAM. 

2. ANUBHAVA VAIDYA MURAI. 

3. ATTANAKOLAHALAM. 

4. UPADESA K AND AM. 

5. COLAN PURVA PATTAYAM. 

6. KONGA DESA RAJAKKAL 

7. SIVA JN AN A DIPAM. 

TELUGU 

1. AUSADA YOGAMULU. 

2. VAIDYA NIGHANTU. 

3. DHANURVIDYA VILASAMU. 

4. YOGA DARSANA VISAYAMU. 

6. KHADGA LAKSANA SIROMANJ. 
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SANSKRIT 

1. VISANARAYANIYAM. 

2. BHARGAVA NADIKA. 

3. H ARIH AR ACATUR A N GAM. 

4. BRAHMASUTRAVRTTI MITAKSARA. 

5. NYAYASIDDHANTA TATVAMRTAM. 

£ 

MALAYALAM 

1. GARBHA CIKITSA. 

2. a. VASTULAKSANAM. 
b. SILPAVISAYAM 

3. MAHASARAM. 

4. KANAKKUSARAM. 

5. KRIYAKRAMAM. 

6. KANAKKUSARAM—BALAPR A BODHAM. 

KANNADA 

1. L0K0PAKAR4. 

2. RATTAMATA. 

3. ASVASASTRAM. 

4. VIVIDHA YAIDYA VISHAYAGALU 

5. SANGITARATNAKARA 

6. SUPASASTRA. 

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES 

1. JAMIL—AL—ASHYA. 

2. TIBB-E—FARIDI. 

3. TAHQIQ—AL—BUHRAN. 

4. SAFINAT—AL—N A J AT. 

'B" From the Tan j ore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvathi Mahal 

Library, Tanjore 

TAMIL 

1. SARABENDRAVAIDYA MURAI. (Diabetes). 

2. Do. (Eyes). 

3. AG ASTIYAR 

4. KONKANARSARAKKU VAIPPU. 

6. TIRUCHITRAMBALAKKOVAIYAR with Padvurai. 

6. KALACAKRAM. 

7, TALASAMUDRAM. 



8. BHARATANATYAM. 

9. a. PANDIKELI VILASAM NATAKAM. 

b. PURURAVA CAKRAVARTI NATAKAM. 

c. MADANA SUNDARA VILASA NATAKAM. 

d. PERCY MACQUEEN'S COLLECTION in the Madras 
Univarsity Library on Folklore. 

10. RAMAYAN AMMANAI. 

11. TAMIL. PADALKAL including Pattinattar Venba and 

Vannankal. 

TELUGU 

1. KAMANDAKANITLSARAMU- 

2. TALADASAPRANAPRADIPIKA. 

3. a. RAGHUNATHA NAYAKA ABHYUDAYAMU. 
b. RAJAGOPALA VILASAMU 

4. RAMAYANAMU by Katta Varadaraju. 

MAHRATHt 

1. NATYASASTRA SANGRHA. 

2. a. BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE. 

b. FOLK SONGS. 

c. DORA DARUN VENI PADDHATI 
d ASVASA CATULA DUMANI. 

3. a- PRATAPASIMHENDRA VIJAYA PRABANDHA. 

b. SARABHENDRA THIRTHAVAL1 

c. LAVANI. 

4. DEVENDRA KURAVANJI 

5. BHAKTA VILASA. 

6. SLOKA BADDHA RAMAYANA. 

SANSKRIT 

1. ASVASASTRA with Tricolour illustrations. 

2. RAJAMRGANKA. 

3. CIKITS AMRT A S AG AR A. 

4. AYURVEDAMAHODADHI. 

6. GITA GOVINDA ABHINAYA. 

6. a. COLACAMPU. 

b. SAHENDRA VILASA. 

7. DHARMAKUTAM—Sundara Kanda. 

8. JATAKASARA. . 

9. VISNUTATTVANIRNAYA VYAKHYA 

10. SANGITA DARPANA 

11. BIJAPALLAVA 



During 1950, only the Sub-Committees for Tamil, Telugu and 
Kannada met in the month of July 1950 at Madras. The following books 
were taken up for publication in the various languages in 1950-51. 

TAMIL 

1. DAKSHINAMURTHY-VAIDYA ATTAVANAI Medicine 

2. VISVAMITRAVYAKHYA. 

3. ANUBHAVAVAIDYAM. 

* 

TELUGU 

1. SAIVACARASANGRAHAMU. 

2. AUSADAYOGAMULU. 

3. ABHINAYADARPANAMU. 

SANSKRIT 

1. AROGYACINTAMANI. 

2. TAIVASARA with Ratnasarini. 

3. SUTRART HAMRTA LAHARI. 

MALAYALAM 

1. ASVACIKITSA. 

2. PALASARASAMUCCAYA. 

KANNADA 

1. VA1DYA SARA SANGRAHA. 

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important manus¬ 
cripts will be completed within the next four years. 

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are represented 
by single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are 
found in them could not be corrected by comparing them with other copies. 
The editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct readings. 
The wrong readings are given in round brackets and correct readings have 
been suggested in square brackets. When different readings are found, 
they have been given in the footnotes except in the case of a few books in 
which the correct readings have been given in the footnote or incorporated 
in the text itself. 

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing the 
entire scheme of publication although there is a drive for economy in all 
the departments. My thanks are due to the members of the Expert 
Committee who spared no pains in selecting the manuscripts for publication, 
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.. Philosophy 
... Medicine 
Dance 

... Medicine 
...Philosophy 
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... Medicine 
... Astrology 

... Medicine 



I have also to thank the various editors, who are experts in their own field, 
for readily consenting to edit the manuscripts and see them through the 
Press. The various Presses that have co-operated in printing the manus¬ 
cripts in the best manner possible also deserve my thanks for the patience 
exhibited by them in carrying out the corrections made in the proofs. 

This edition is based on the paper manuscript preserved in the 
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, described under 
D. No 2483. It is expected that this will prove to be a good addition to 
the Telugu Literature on tho Science of Indian Dancing which is drawing 
the attention of the public 

Messers T. L. Narasimha Rao b. sc , and Vidvan M. Sarabhayya, 
Telugu Pandits of this library are to be thanked for their help in going 
through the proofs. 


Govt. Oriental Manuscripts 
Library, Madras. 


T. CHANDRASEKHAR AN, 
Central Editor, 
Madras Govt. Oriental Series. 



FOREWORD 


Telugu Treatises on Music are rare. Of them those in verse are 
rarer still. There is no doubt the present work supplies a serious want 
To write a work on lakshana in verse is no easy task. No author can afford 
not to employ a few needless words to suit the requirements of yati and prasa. 
This work is an illustration of such necessity, It cannot be deemed a 
defect in a work of grammer in poetic form. To conform to the rules of 
■prosody, words and phrases have .had to .suffer some distortion, particularly 
by the shortening or lengthening of vowels. 

In this work an easy flow of verse is perceptible. At the outset the 
author remarks that he wrote the work at the command of Sri Vasudeva 
who appeared to him in dream It has three parts. The first contains 
invocation, the coming of Bnaratha sastra on earth, preliminaries of dance 
and characteristics of the dancer. In the second and third part are described 
the several hand poses, their significance and use. In Samskrta too there 
is a work known as Abhinayadarpana" purporting to le an extract 
from “ Bharatarnava Though the present work has much in common 
with the work in Samskrta, yet there are substantial differences in many 
places. It seems probable that both the works are based on a common 
original. The formal portions in the beginning of the present work and at 
the end of each part as well as the methodical treatment of the matter 
distinguish it as a fine Prabatulha in contrast with the corresponding 
work in Samskrita. 

The author of this work is Kavi Matrbhutayya. He belonged to 
kasyapa gotra. His father was Mrtyunjayarya and grandfather Tata- 
naraya. His family name was Lingamagunta. His guru wa^ Yajna. 
valkyacharya. His birth was attributed to the grace of Lord Varada. He 
was highly proficient in Sahitya, Sungita and Bharata Sastra. He was an 
ardent admirer of Potana among the poets, whom he warmly praised. Like 
his prototype, he too dedicated his work not to man but to God. In his 
work he offers salutations first to Sun god and then to his Guru Yajnavalk- 
yacharya. Deep must have been his devotion to his Guru whom he praised 
even before his chosen deity. 

Matrubhutayya composd Kirtanas in honour of Knntalamba. Some 
of them are current to this day. There are reasons to believe that the 
author and the composer are one and the same person, Kuntalamba is 



the deity in Tirusir&palli next door to Sriranga (to the Lord whereof he 
dedicated his work. The author evidently lived in or near Sriranga.) His 
praise of Potana rather than the Andhra Kavita pitamaha may mean 
nothing more than that the latter had not attained celebrity in his time 
in his region. 

It is most likely th6 author flourished during the era from the middle 
of the eighteenth to the middle of the nineteenth century particularly 
in view of the fact he composed Kirtanas which with padas had become 
popular since the days of Raghunatha Nayak. It is also known that 
a Kavimatrbhutayya was the author of Parijatapaharana written in the 
form of Yakshagana and that his patron was Partapasimha. There are 
many points of identity between the two authors ; the only divergence is 
with reference to the gotra, occasioned perhaps by the mistake of the scribe. 
From the circumstance of the patronage of Pratapasimha it is clear the 
author of Parijatapaharana could not have lived in the 17th century. 
He is the same as the author of the present work. This is all the evidenoe 
available for fixing the age of the author.* 

Abhinaya sastra was born of the Vedas. Brahma taught it first to 
the Gandharvas and the Apsaras- Through them it spread in the Devaloka. 
Then in Kailasa Siva taught it to Parvati who in turn made it known to the 
Rishis and the Rishis taught it to the women of Saurastra wherefrom it 
spread throughout the world. 

The science of Abhinaya is the crown of Natya Sastra. Its charm has 
in the communicability of ideas by movements of the hand and parts of 
the body. This rare feature is akin to the art of sculpture. There is no doubt 
it is a signal achievement of the genius of India. The Andhra country in 
particular has reason to be greatful to the author who was embodied the 
beauties of it in his Prabandha. The work is small in volume but high in 
merit. The authorities of the Oriental Manuscript Library, Madras deserve 
our thanks for rescuing this work from oblivion and bringing it to light- 


Madras, "I 

12—1—1951 f T. V. SUBBA RAO. 

*Sinee writing the Foreward in Telugu, I had occassion to meet a descendant of the 
author a&d from his account including gift of lands and houses made to the author by 
Pratapasimha, it also follows that the author should have lived during later part of the 
eighteenth century and the earlier part of the nmteenth century. 
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